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Box 10.4

Example Story and Its Structure

(1) Circle Island is located in the middle of the Atlantic Ocean, (2) north of Ronald Island. 
(3) The main occupations on the island are farming and ranching. (4) Circle Island has good 
soil, (5) but few rivers and (6) hence a shortage of water. (7) The island is run democrati-
cally. (8) All issues are decided by a majority vote of the islanders. (9) The governing body 
is a senate, (10) whose job is to carry out the will of the majority. (11) Recently, an island 
scientist discovered a cheap method (12) of converting salt water into fresh water. (13) As 
a result, the island farmers wanted (14) to build a canal across the island, (15) so that they 
could use water from the canal (16) to cultivate the island’s central region. (17) Therefore, 
the farmers formed a pro-canal association (18) and persuaded a few senators (19) to 
join. (20) The pro-canal association brought the construction idea to a vote. (21) All the 
islanders voted. (22) The majority voted in favor of construction. (23) The senate, however, 
decided that (24) the farmers’ proposed canal was ecologically unsound. (25) The senators 
agreed (26) to build a smaller canal (27) that was 2 feet wide and 1 foot deep. (28) After 
starting construction on the smaller canal, (29) the islanders discovered that (30) no water 
would flow into it. (31) Thus, the project was abandoned. (32) The farmers were angry (33) 
because of the failure of the canal project. (34) Civil war appeared inevitable.
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Source: Thorndyke, P. W. (1977). Cognitive structures in comprehension and memory of narrative discourse. Cognitive Psychology, 9, pp. 80–82.

GRICEAN MAXIMS OF CONVERSATION

Not all the connected text people must process occurs in written form. We can think 
of ordinary conversations as examples of spoken connected text. Conversations are 
interesting to study because they occur so frequently and because (unlike written 
texts) they normally involve the production of a great deal of language with lit-
tle time for planning and revision. Indeed, H. H. Clark and Van Der Wege (2002) 
argued that


